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    CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, April 6, 2015 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, April 6, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at The Heights Community Center at 
8001 Dale Avenue.  The meeting was opened with The Pledge of Allegiance. Present 
were Mayor James J. Beck, Council Members Rick Vilcek, Reginald Finney, Dan 
Sebben, Megan Moylan, Camille Greenwald, Ed Notter and Matt Casey.  Rob 
Jacknewitz was necessarily absent.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, 
and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 
 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

 
Mayor Beck invited the audience to participate in the PACT office’s Trivia Night on 
Friday, April 10 at 7 p.m. at The Heights Community Center. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated the District 2 meeting would be held April 11 at The Heights at 10 
a.m. 
 
Mr. Vilcek stated the Mid-County Veterans will be holding their annual Golf 
Tournament on Wednesday, May 6 at Forest Park Golf Course and invited those 
interested to get a team together for this worthwhile event.  The proceeds help to pay 
for the Veterans Memorial located at The Heights. 
 
Mr. Vilcek complimented the Parks & Recreation Department for the successful 
Easter Egg Hunt event, noting it was a popular fun event for the children. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

 
Greg Perry-7440 Arlington Drive-spoke to the Council on the proposed Ordinance 
to allow permit parking only in the 7400 block of Arlington Drive. Mr. Perry stated 
he was in opposition to the ordinance, stating it could put an undo hardship on the 
employees of the Maid Service business and noted he is concerned that the employees 
are parking across Big Bend Boulevard and feels it would be a safety hazard for them 
to cross the busy street.  He stated he respected neighbors’ concerns but did not 
personally think it was a problem with them parking on Arlington. 
 
Mayor Beck stated the Council had heard from the neighborhood residents whose 
cars were often blocked in too closely to use their driveways and had concerns that 
pedestrian/children safety was compromised by the bumper to bumper parked cars. 
 
Mayor Beck temporary signs were put up to establish awareness of the ordinance and 
now the city understands that the Maid Service has contracted off-site parking for 
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their employees.  Mayor Beck stated this meant the Bill 5432 was likely to be set 
aside as it may not be necessary to enforce permit parking. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

March 16, 2015 

 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, the approval of the minutes of the 
Regular Meeting of March 16, 2015.  Carried unanimously with Mr. Finney 
abstaining as he did not attend that meeting. 
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Commendation awards 

Police Department 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City would like to acknowledge those men & women of the 
Richmond Heights police force who worked professionally, courageously, and 
sensitively in recent months following the November unrest in Ferguson, Missouri. 
 
Chief Wright personally awarded members of his force with a commendation award 
and pin and thanked them and particularly their family members for their support of 
their loved ones who missed family functions, time at home, etc. during the period 
they were assigned duty of 12 hour shifts with no time off. 
 
Awards were distributed to: 
DET PLACEWAY 
PO THARP 
PO FOX 
PO GOODMAN 
PO MARTEN 
SGT SCHILLI 
PO BECKER 
PO FANNING 
SGT BOWIE 
PO BAUMGARTNER 
SGT VOTAW 
PO DOSS 
PO VARGAS 
PO WIGGS 
PO LUCK 
PO EVANS 
 

PO HELLWIG 
DET SGT ROHR 
DET BROWN 
DET DEBARR 
PO HARRISON 
PO DIGREGORIO 
PO ROBERDS 
PO HAYDEN 
PO XIMMERMANN 
SGT TES 
PO HOUSELY 
CAPT SCHAEFFLER 
MAJOR ZWEIFEL 
CHIEF WRIGHT 
 

 
The officers were congratulated with a round of applause from audience and Council 
Members.  Ms. Hamilton also stated again her thanks to the families who have 
supported these officers through this trying period. 
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Site Plan Review 

Petition #2015-04  

1201 S. Big Bend Boulevard 

 
Ms. Hamilton asked the Council if they wished to extend a vote of approval for the 
Site Plan Review for the project at 1201 S. Big Bend Boulevard, the U. S. Post Office 
building.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Plan and Zoning Commission had given approval 
for the project which provides for portion of the existing building to be removed; they 
propose a multi-use building, with the post office occupying a smaller portion of the 
building and a bank is proposed with a drive-up electronic teller machine. 
 
Mr. Reary stated there would be approximately 1800 sq. ft. of retail space in addition 
to the bank and post office space. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Mr. Casey seconded a motion for approval of Petition 2015-04 
Site Plan Review of 1201 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Carried unanimously. 
 

Construction Bids 

New Public Works Facility 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City had received and opened four sealed bids for 
construction of the Public Works Facility garage at 7997 Elinor.  Ms. Hamilton stated 
Staff had reviewed the bids, references and background checks.  Ms. Hamilton 
reported Raineri Construction was the low bidder at $1,461,631 with the second 
lowest bid from Damien at S$2,047,500.   
 
Mr. Vilcek asked how Raineri could be $500,000 or more less than bids submitted by 
the other bidders.   
 
Ms. Hamilton stated Staff had met with Raineri staff to ask that question and to go 
through the bid specs to be sure nothing was missed.  Ms. Hamilton stated  when 
considering their bid, Raineri had valued the $500,000 Menard’s merchandise credit 
dollar for dollar as they plan to use them in another project directly that they are 
doing. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated other contractors may have not valued them as a workable 
exchange.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Demien stated they did not know why their bid 
was higher comparable to Raineri; that he had done the best he could with his 
estimates but noted that some of their subs were higher due to the merchandise credit 
from Menards.  Demien stated he had stretched the value of the credit as far as he 
could but still could not estimate what the large difference between the high and low 
bids. 
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Ms. Hamilton stated Staff has not been able to discern what may be the difference 
despite assurances from Raineri that they considered all production costs. 
 
Mr. Casey stated he had concerns with Raineri due to the recent troubles that were 
experienced with Raineri’s work on the Dale Avenue Streetscape project which drew 
complaints from Staff and residents alike.    
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that the commercial side of this company is different, a separate 
division from the one that had done the Dale Avenue project. 
 
Mayor Beck stated he would be reviewing the negative information received from the 
Carpenters Union regarding labor union complaints against Raineri, but had heard 
Staff’s review of their follow up with them and the other bidders.  He stated he was 
aware that there were concerns with performance problems on the Dale Avenue 
Streetscape, but understood that division was inexperienced in street scape work. 
 
Mayor Beck he had a difficult time justifying using another bidder when the savings 
to the residents was well over $500,000.  Mayor Beck stated he thought the City had 
done its due-diligence and noted that the contract penalty for delay or problems is 
$1250 per day vs. the Dale Avenue project which was only $300 so there is more 
incentive for Raineri to do things properly and on schedule. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated we want to get Menards open and obviously the Public Works 
Building has to be removed to allow construction of the new development and to keep 
to the schedule for both our public works facility and clearing the way for the 
completion of Menards home improvement store.   
 
Council members Casey, Greenwald and Moylan voiced their concerns that Raineri’s 
previous disputes with labor officials might interrupt the adjacent Menards 
construction. 
 
Mr. Heinz stated that state law effectively requires the contractors to pay prevailing 
wages on public works jobs and as long as that arrangement is applied, he does not 
see that would be a reason for any union dispute to arise on the adjacent job. 
 
Council discussion continued; with members noting they had concerns about the bid 
differences which were wide, Raineri’s performance issues with the Dale Avenue 
project, and were reluctant to move ahead with approving this contact but stated the 
cost savings was substantial. 
 
Mayor Beck called for a vote of approval to allow the Mayor to execute a contract 
with Raineri Construction Company. 
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Raineri Construction Contract Approval 
 
Mr. Notter moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute 
a contract, once finalized with Raineri Construction Company for construction of the 
new Public Works Facility.  AYES:  Mr. Sebben, Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Finney, Mr. Notter, 
and Mayor Beck.  NAYS:  Ms. Greenwald, Ms. Moylan, and Mr. Casey.  Motion 
carried: 5 Ayes-3 Nays.   
 

USPS Contract 

Use of property at 8013 Dale Avenue 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated USPS had professed an interest in a land lease to use property at 
8013 Dale while the project in their old building was completed as they would be 
relocating there in a new retail store environment.  Ms. Hamilton stated the City had 
not yet received the contract from USPS so we will set aside asking for approval at 
this time. 
 

Sewer Lateral Repair Fund Billing Error 

 
Ms. Hamilton reported the Sewer Lateral Fund program funding is coming in smaller 
than anticipated due to an error by St. Louis County in submitting the increase our 
residents passed at a ballot issue in 2013.  The increase should have been placed on 
their earlier assessment tax bill but it did not.  Ms. Hamilton reported we had sent a 
certified letter advising them of our increase but they did not act on that information.  
St. Louis County has asked if we want them to send out a separated bill to property 
owners for the $11.00 increase to collect those missing funds or add it to the property 
tax bill going out later this year.  Ms. Hamilton stated she hoped St. Louis County 
would not charge us the normal 1% fee for collection of the funds for the additional 
bill since it was their mistake and hoped they would also acknowledge the error in 
their billing the property owners. 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to ask St. Louis County to bill 
Richmond Heights property owners the $11.00 with a letter of explanation as to why 
the bill was not properly assessed last year.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that the Fund is about to be depleted due to this lack of revenue 
and she asked if the Council wished to freeze the program for now which could be 
depleted by June 30 or did they wish to continue the program and have the General 
Fund subsidize the program until receipt of revenue from St. Louis County.   
 

Sewer Lateral Fund 

Subsidize 
 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded a motion to allow the Sewer Lateral 
Fund to be subsidized by the General Fund account until we receive the revenues 
from St. Louis County distribution.  Carried unanimously. 



6 

 

 
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None.                                                                                                                                                                           

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

Bill No. 5430; seccond reading 

Approves Site Plan Review, Preliminary and 

Final Development Plan to allow construction of 

Two residential dwellings and a small office building 

For Boys Hope Girls Hope St. Louis at 8019-8031 Elinor Ave. 

 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded a motion for the second reading of Bill 
No. 5430. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5430 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A SITE PLAN REVIEW, AND A 
PRELIMINARY AND FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN TO ALLOW THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS FOR BOYS HOPE 
GIRLS HOPE YOUTH RESIDENCES AND A SMALL OFFICE BUILDING AT 
8019 THROUGH 8031 ELINOR AVENUE. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5430.  AYES:  Mr. Casey, Mr. 
Sebben, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter and Mayor 
Beck.  NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5430, approved. 
 
Bill No. 5431; second reading 

Approves Final Plat for a lot consolidation; 

combining several lots of contiguous property of 

Rannell’s Subdivision of the Home Farm to allow 5 

tracts of land to become new “Lot No. 1”, to fulfill proposed 

construction of two residential dwellings and a small 

office building for BoysHopeGirlsHope St. Louis at 

8019-8031 Elinor Avenue. 

 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 
No. 5431. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5431 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR LOT 
CONSOLIDATION, THEREBY COMBINING SEVERAL LOTS OF 
CONTIGUOUS PROPERTY AS DESCRIBED HEREIN, ALL PART OF LOT 57 
OF RANNELL’S SUBDIVISION OF THE HOME FARM IN THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, TO ALLOW FIVE TRACTS OF LAND TO 
BECOME NEW “LOT NO. 1” TO FULFILL APPROVED SITE PLAN, 
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PREMININARY AND FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF TWO RESIDENTIAL DWELLINGS AND SMALL OFFICE 
BUILDING AT 8019 THROUGH 8031 ELINOR AVENUE IN THE CITY OF 
RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5431.  AYES: Mr. Vilcek, Ms. 
Greenwald, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Mr. Notter, Mr. Casey, Mr. Sebben and Mayor 
Beck. NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5431, approved. 
 

Bill No. 5432; second reading 

Amends Ord. No. 4788, the Municipal Code of  

the City of Richmond Heights, MO.; by amending  

Cha. 350 Parking Regulations; Sec. 350.100  

Residential Permit Parking Only, by adding  

7400 Block of Arlington Drive, both sides, specified times.  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE MUNICIPAL 
CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 350. PARKING REGULATIONS; SECTION 350.100 RESIDENTIAL 
PERMIT PARKING ONLY; ADD NEW ZONE 5:  SCHEDULE VI.-K LIMITED 
PARKING ZONES; ADD ARLINGTON DRIVE, BOTH SIDES OF THE 7400 
BLOCK; SPECIFIED TIMES. 

 
Mayor Beck stated that with the information that The Maid Service business has 
found alternate parking for their employees which previously were parking on 
Arlington that Bill No. 5432 be set aside and not be presented tonight. 
 
Ms. Greenwald asked where the employees were now parking. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the building owner did not state where, but just that they had 
arranged alternate parking for the Maid Service employees and that it wasn’t 
Richmond Heights. 
 
The Council agreed to set Bill No. 5432 aside. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 15-01 

Reappoints certain members of the 

Brentwood-Clayton Road Community Improvement  

District, each to a term ending January 17, 2019. 

 
Mr. Vilcek moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the reading of Resolution 
No. 15-01.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 15-01 was presented and read. 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI, REAPPOINTING CONOR PANDT, DOUG MULLENIX AND JOHN 
KUDLA TO ACT AS SUCCESSOR DIRECTORS TO THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE BRENTWOOD BOULEVARD/CLAYTON ROAD 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, EACH TO A TERM ENDING 
JANUARY 17, 2019. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 15-01. Carried 
unanimously. 
 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 
Mike Jones-7539 W. Bruno-commented on the Public Works project bids and noted 
as having been in the construction industry, he could understand that bidders who use 
non-union workers could submit a lower bid by saving on labor costs.  Mr. Jones 
stated as they don’t use apprentice workers so no man hours are charged for that.  Mr. 
Jones also stated that the construction company has no payment into union apprentice 
programs, vacation programs, etc. which is mandatory on union jobs. Other areas 
where costs occur on union work projects is the use of specific workers for certain 
jobs like plumbers, whereas non-union workers cover multi-task areas and do all-
around work. 
 
Mr. Jones stated that even though non- union projects are paying their workers the 
prevailing wage, there is usually a cost savings through less labor; one worker does a 
multitude of jobs on the project. 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 8:50 p.m., Mr. 
Vilcek moved, Mr. Finney seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 
 

___________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 


